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and other irritants depress or facilitate their growth. In these
mute companions of man, there is the same tremulousness
and death spasm ; like the thrills of life, there is such a thing
as the throb of things. Nature is as much awake in the lowest
things as she is in the highest thought. The difference is only
in the degree of evolution. Inorganic matter is not really
inert or indifferent to the demands of life. It has the
potency and promise of inner growth. It responds to external
stimulus like living germs and is irritable like them. Metals?
for example, may be killed by means of poison. Likewise,
though apparently passive, the plant responds to stimulus
like the animal. The stimulus may come from contact,
gravity, temperature or light. But in all cases the plant is
sensitive to shocks and stimulation.  Alcohol increases
excitability for a while, and chloroform kills the plant. The
plant has the power of movement and a beating tissue
resembling the heart. The flow of the sap is its circulation of
blood, and it can be depressed or stimulated by reagents. The
plant is provided with a nervous tissue, and there are
sensory and motor impulses to and from the executive centre.
In this way it perceives changes in the environment and
executes movements in response to them. The dying plant
exhibits signs of death. Thus we see the essential monadic
unity in the responsivity of the living and the non-living.
Their inner life, growth and death are governed by the same
laws. In the sap, the sensations and the self there is the
same surging of life and the seeking after the One. The
tremour of plant life is not merely transmitted, but gets
transformed into the soul of man. Life incarnates in the
metal and becomes immortal in man. Thus India with her
peculiar spiritual habit sees truth face to face and witnesses
the victory of co-operation over competition.